MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE GWENT CROSS COUNTRY HELD IN BRIDGEND AC CLUB HELD ON  18TH  MAY 2012

PRESENT:

Derek Williams (President and Treasurer), John Collins (Chairman), Gordon Johnson (Vice Chairman), Roland Sherwood (Secretary), Jeff Aston (Statistician), Graham Finlayson (Safety Officer), Pat Sherwood (Committee Member/Minutes Secretary), Rose Johnson (Official), Phil Cook (Les Croupiers), John Davies (Port Talbot Harriers), Derek Osborne (Brecon AC), Alex Doncia (Cardiff AAC), Alan Kerr (Bridgend).

APOLOGIES FOR  ABSENCE

Mary and Arthur Davies, (Official Representatives), Neil Miller (WestburyHarriers) John Chidlow (Official), Pat Gallagher (Westbury Harriers)

1.
CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME AND OPENING COMMENTS
JC thanked those present for attending and a special thanks to Bridgend AC for the venue and food.
JC advised that it had been a reasonably successful year and went on to mention that next season was the 50th  year of the Gwent Cross Country but he would be bringing this up  later. 

JC said that we were in desperate need of more officials.

JC mentioned various items that would be brought up later to include major item constitution change  and malpractice.

Two athletes who have come through  all the age groups are Dewi Griffiths and Carol Jones.  

He had been approached by Pontypool to include a new team with  perhaps them hosting an event.
2.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the last AGM having been passed round prior to the start of the meeting were approved as correct by Graham Finlayson, seconded by Alan Kerr and approved.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

Three items to be altered namely delete “d” in Pennington, mention of the discs being updated and in No 11, it was agreed that 20% should go to clubs staging events and then pro rata.

4.
SECRETARY’S REPORT

RS advised of a matter which had been too late to put on the Agenda regarding a proposal about the end of season awards and the amount of work involved in getting the awards out after the last race on the last fixture. (Letter read to the meeting).

GF proposed an amendment to the proposal that results should come through in the usual way and individual clubs to distribute the awards amongst themselves.  This was seconded by JD.   After much discussion it was agreed this would be tried for one year.
4a   Confirmation of results for 2011.  –Cwmbran should have  been 2nd. John will  arrange for  a plate with correct engraving.

4 b Fixtures  dates

Provisional:

Bridgend 1st

Brecon 2nd or  Swansea

Bristol 3rd 

Cardiff for 4th  –      

It was generally felt that Bath did  not meet the criteria.   RJ  mentioned the conditions at registration and that nothing has improved since it was discussed  a few year’s ago.  It was agreed that they must do so if  they wish to hold an  event.

AK  wanted something drawn up about  the criteria for a host club.  DW mentioned that there is already a risk assessment.     GJ  suggested  the fee should be forfeited if they do not meet criteria and DW said this had happened this year.

4d     Polo,  T’shirts etc instead of awards. 

This has been proposed by DO  last year.  It was decided it would have  to be costed first and if surplus, decide on whether we implement  it for the end  of next season. End of  season winners.

4b
Shorter  races for ladies 70 or over   

Agreed no  separate race. Referee must pull anyone who is impinging on other athletes and races.  Put on web site to this effect. Already in rules and must be asked to withdraw, in the interest of Health & Safety.  

4f  Updating the Constitution

Been  on web site for 6 weeks.

Rules  

JC asked for the rules to be agreed.   – Agreed.
No  3 – last sentence to  read  “in addition the four legal officers etc”

No 8 added –club alleged to be using ringers which has happened.  (See John’s list)

Question  about running as universities  and not registered as clubs.

1st claim  rule discussed about universities not running  as clubs – no decision.

Constitution approved.

4c Runners  misrepresenting  clubs. 2 runners last season in  two events, running under  other people’s name.

Jeff proposed that they be demoted to bottom of division.

Pontypridd Roadents.      The offending club shall be  suspended  from the  league from team  competition  for one year, but can compete as individuals. 

5.       STATISTICIAN  (attached). 

Vote of thanks to Jeff Aston.

6.
TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer’s Report Passed round.      Not yet audited.

Reserve  account healthy.

Slightly up on affiliation fees.

No increase in fees.

Increase in official fees (Proposal  to be put to the meeting)

Proposed correct by  JC,  seconded by  JD.
Proposal by DW that officials using cars (per car) given £25 per fixture.   Food allowance up  to £7 for food and  paying for the  bridge to continue.

GF seconded and this was agreed. 

AK  questioned the amount received for putting on a fixture. Review next year.

7.
SHEILA CRUMP AWARD

It was proposed that Phil Court from Wesbury Harriers should receive the award this year.    – Agreed.

8.
GILBERT LEGGE MEMORIAL AWARD (Spotsmanship and Endeavour)
2 clubs nominated vote took place

Les Croupiers  

Blanaeu Gwent

It was agreed  Les Croupiers receive the award this year.

9.
1st past the post.
9a 
Pre-Pay, if we proceed, we do not accept it from Neath.

9b
Fast Track- if we can get someone to do it.     


Agenda item about nominating two officials for each venue from  host clubs

10.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

In block committee

11.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None 
The meeting closed at  9.25 pm

Signed ...............................................................
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